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*(Please leave out the nuts… in anticipation of Kathy possibly making the long trip to be at the mtg.) 
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Discussion: Part I…. Collecting May be a Serious Disease! 

I’ve always been fascinated with “what” people collect, and one trip to a large antique show or equal size collector or memborabilia 
show, and it gets ‘ya thinking. I’m looking for marbles eh? But the periphery is full of ‘stuff’ I could find a niche for something else 
somewhere in my house. There is such a thing as critical mass where-by if you exceed ‘x’, you do not retreat. You look for more. 
Therefore… you now have one more layer of ‘stuff’ which you are more than willing to display, and/or share with the next unsuspecting 
friend to enter your ‘museum’. Of course we all think we have it under control. LOL. Here I sit within eye-shot of marbles, a wall full of 
Bessie Guttman’s baby prints, books on every facsimile of a shelf, a display case of ceramic and glass, boxes full of business cards (for no 
reason other than I exceeded ‘X’ number), hiking sticks (mine and others), a display table of boy scout memorabilia (emphasis… 
patches), WWII books and photos (Eight Air Force and War in the Pacific), over 1000 National Geographic Mags (just love ‘em), 
compasses old and new, a beginners collection of knives, and in the tool shed….logging tools. There’s more. Sold a sizeable collection of 
LP’s for cheap… and later found out they are back in mode. (Should have kept ‘em). Gave all but one of my golf book collection away. 
I’ve got things in boxes that haven’t been out of the dark for years. Quite sure our boys have little or no interest in those prized 
collections. I really got to thinking about it recently while browsing an antique and collectors show in Hawaii. I hate the phrase ‘time to 
clean house’, but reality looms in my 75th year. I’ve asked a few shop owners how they can part with ‘stuff’ . The oft  response is “Don’t 
get attached to anything!”  There must be some kind of  ‘collector gene or mutation’ we carry’ and I’m not sure there is a cure. Hoping to 
expand on this for an upcoming article for the Antique Auction Action News prior to our show. For what it’s worth… (1)-Bob Krueger 
has the most organized and varied collections I’ve ever seen. Great…..(2)- Fact…..I am not a hoarder!!�
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ERROR: undefined
OFFENDING COMMAND: f`~

STACK:


