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We’ve signed the contract... so
mark your calendars! After more
than our ordinary effort to find a
date.... we ‘signed’ for October 22,
23, and 24 (show). Lot’s of conflict,
and these are the only days that
worked. The good news... they
were a little concerned they might
lose us if we couldn’t find a date.
A compliment to our club and it
must be desireable to have us
there. More good news... they will
reduce our room rate to $69. Can’t
beat that, and we still get our
showroom for nada. They cer-
tainly have been great for us. No
bad news.... except we will be fac-
ing the same economy (hope not),
so, we will be pressed to get more
folks through the door on Sunday.
Don’t know how more ‘creative’
we can be, but doesn’t hurt to
start thinking about it now. Do
we want to combine with anyone
or anything (toys?), beanies(shoot
me), post cards(they are a dedi-
cated bunch), or host the Upper
Midwest Marble Championships!
I know would rather choose to go
alone.... but we sure would like to
have 150 curious people come
through that door. Sure seems like
a lot of work to get only 50 or so.
It’ll be on the agenda for Feb mtg.
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Picture above is to get you
smiling while I conjure up an
excuse for not doing a newslet-
ter since last August. It’s been
a little hectic (not good
enough), but I did take a trip
back to Pa.... which provided
some insite (see Morphy’s)
into the real ‘auction’ world.

Morphy’s - Worth the Trip!
Nona and I made our bi-annual trip to my
home in Pa. last December, and after a week
of taking care of the ‘family’ business, we
decided to visit the Morphy Auction House in
Denver, Pa. To say we were impressed is an
understatement. I had arranged to meet with
Dan Morphy on Sunday morning, Dec. 13.
Since it is so close to my home area, we
decided to make the slight detour when leav-
ing to return to Wi. Dan gave us the ‘royal
tour’ of the building, including inventories for
upcoming auctions. Nothing but the best in
many categories. The display cases on the
main floor were filled with some of the finest
‘antiques’ we’ve seen anywhere, including the
marbles (pics) sold that weekend. (We didn’t
make the day of the sale.) Dan was very
personable... one of ‘the guys’, and very pro-
fessional, emphasizing  Morphy’s only con-
signs high quality items... therefore, expects to
get the hightest bid for almost any consign-
ment. It happens his passion is marbles also,
so we really had some common ground. As
much as he knew, he trusts his final estimates
to Brian Estep.                                       cont’d

Dan Morphy and Nona

Morphy Auction Hall



Morphy’s....... con’t

In the course of the ‘tour’, we were able
to get a peek at some of the goods, sched-
uled for February 26-27.  That auction
will feature historical antiques, firearms
and militaria, jewelry, toys and antique
advertising. We went into a locked and
moisture controlled room to vue the
dozens of Kentucky rifles and other
firearms. Probably the largest inventories
were toys.

I did leave a few marbles and a pair of
Skookum dolls... eyes looking left...
which he seemed to think would get
some reasonable bids. We found them
at a flea market in Hawaii several
years ago. I also left a few marbles,
some of the good ones. We had a
discussion of what I thought the open-
ing bid might be, then he and Brian E.
will concur on a final estimate. I will
be in contact with Brian before the
catalog goes to press.
Speaking of catalogs.. he gave Nona
and I one from a recent auction which
I will have at the Feb. meeting.

WOW!  A web site with some (fairly) up to
date news and information. Blog is quite

interesting. Check it out.

http://anythinggoes43567.yuku.com/
forums/2/t/Jabo-Land.html



This rare 4-panel onionskin type with suspended bits of mica
was the top selling marble in the Morphy Auction, March

2009 sale.

    * Size: 2 1/6"
    * Condition: 9.6

    * Auction House: Morphy Auctions
    * Sale Date: March 2009

    * Sold Price: $9,775*

Box of Akro Agate Popeyes

Description Marbles consist of six oxbloods and nine assorted
corkscrews in excellent plus condition. Includes original bag in

near mint and unused ...
Start Price : 200.00 | Estimates : 800.00 - 1,200.00

Sold to floor for (1,400.00 + 280.00) = 1,680.00

Glass Albright Brand Marble Box with Marbles.
Description Original professional box "No. 0". Includes 25 marbles but marbles

may not be original to this box.
Size Box: 3 - 1/2" x 3 - 1/2".

Start Price : 25.00 | Estimates : 100.00 - 200.00

Sold to floor for (200.00 + 40.00) = 240.00

Christensen Flame
Description Original surface with nice, alternating lime green, red, and white

bands. Condition (8.7). Size 19/32" Dia.
Start Price : 25.00 | Estimates : 100.00 - 200.00

Sold to floor for (1,100.00 + 220.00) = 1,320.00

Peltier Christmas Tree Marble.
Description Nice color. Condition (9.6). Size 13/16"Dia.

Start Price : 25.00 | Estimates : 100.00 - 200.00

Sold to floor for (225.00 + 45.00) = 270.00

Lot of 3: Peltier Supers
Condition (9.7). Size Largest: 11/16" Dia.

Start Price : 50.00 | Estimates : 200.00 - 300.00

Sold to floor for (2,000.00 + 400.00) = 2,400.00

Lot of 4: Sulphide Marbles.

All with original finish. Con-
dition (8.0 - 9.5). Size
Largest: 1 - 3/4" Dia.

Start Price : 25.00 | Estimates
: 100.00 - 200.00

Sold to floor for (400.00 +

80.00) = 480.00
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Lot of 6: Peltiers
Condition (9.7). Size All:

11/16" Dia.
Start Price : 50.00 | Estimates :

200.00 - 300.00
Sold to floor for (900.00 +

180.00) = 1,080.00

Buckeye Winter Marble Show
Dates: February 13, 2010
City: Canton, Ohio
Location: Holiday Inn 330-494-2770
Show Contact: Brian Estepp 614-975-1203
Steve Smith 330-308-5281

KC "Marble Crazy" Show
Dates: Sunday, March 10, 2010
City: Olathe, Kansas
Location: Holiday Inn 913-829-4000
Contact: Craig Snider 913-268-9616
Website: kcmarbleclub.com

Springbreak Marble Show
Dates: Friday & Saturday, March 12 & 13, 2010
City: St Petersburg, FL
Location: Ramada Inn, St Petersburg, FL 800-843-
4669
Contact: 352-450-5947
Email: marblehunter@cfl.rr.com

Pride of the Prairie Show
Dates: April 1-3, 2010
City: Dacatur, Ill
Location: Country Inn and Suites 217-872-2402
Contact: Chuck Garrett

Amana Marble Show
Dates: June 4-5, 2010
City: Amana Colonies, Iowa
Location: Clarion Inn-Amana 319-668-1175
Contact: Gary Huxford 319-642-3891
Email: jhuxford@hotmail.com

Show Calendar



 Sports Illustrated-SI Vault-September 05, 1994 Rolley-Hole Heaven
An age-old game of marbles is still the rage in Kentucky and Tennessee - John Grossmann

A line of pickup trucks and an oasis of light glimmering through the darkened trees told Bobby Fulcher that he had

found the last surviving marbles yard in Tennessee. Making his way closer, Fulcher heard the murmur of voices and saw
men young and old ringing a rectangular patch of dirt upon which two two-man teams were shooting marbles, handmade
from local flint, with deadly accuracy and consummate strategy. The game of rolley hole was alive, but just barely.

Fulcher, an interpretive specialist with the Tennessee Bureau of State Parks, is someone whose job revolves around
local culture and folk art. That spring evening in 1983, he stood mesmerized by an indigenous pastime that represents living
history, 'it appeals to your romantic vision of the world," he says, "that there would be a place where families would have a
game they can play together." A few months later Fulcher rounded up a bit of prize money and organized the first annual
National Rolley Hole Marbles Championship, at Standing Stone State Park, near Celina, Tenn., and pumped new life into
the dying game.

On both sides of the Tennessee-Kentucky border, in Clay County to the south and in Monroe County to the north,
tobacco is hung to dry in barns, and hay is harvested in elephant-sized rolls. Here more than a dozen not-so-clean but well-lit
marbles yards once again echo with the sharp, resounding clack of flint on flint. Anyone looking for the best marbles
shooters in the world might start right here. Three years ago a six-man team of local born-again rolley-holers competed in
England's historic Tinsley Green ring-marbles tournament and won the British and world championships.

That hardly surprised the folks back home. "Rolley hole is to ring games as chess is to checkers," says Lincoln
Wilkerson of Moss, Tenn., a semiretired marbles player and a fully retired lecturer in molecular biology at Vanderbilt.
"There's an inordinate amount of skill in rolley hole. The mental demands are comparable to those of golf." People
explaining the game might also allude to billiards and croquet, to which rolley hole bears many similarities.

In seeking to preserve the game, whose origins are British, the Standing Stone tournament had to standardize it: The
championship's rolley-hole yard is 40 by 25 feet, with an invisible center line marked by three tiny holes 10 feet apart. Even
the game's name was standardized. "We could have called it rolley holey, or holes, or three holes," says Fulcher. "Many
people would just call it marbles."

Those watching their first game of rolley hole might call it incomprehensible, though the object and basic rules of
play are simple enough. A game consists of three rounds. In each round a player must make four holes, in this order: middle
hole, top hole, middle hole, bottom hole. The first team to make all 12 holes with both its marbles wins the game. You get
an extra shot for rolling into the next hole in your rotation, and another for hitting an opponent.

That's about all there is to it, except that in tournament play the holes bear different names depending on the round.
A marble completes the course this way: first hole, second hole, rover one, first round; first one up twos, top hole twos,
rover twos, two rounds; first one up outs, top hole outs, rover out, out hole. Tradition permits a player to "span" into a hole.
Thus a marble rolled to within a player's best thumb-to-middle-finger extension can be placed in the hole he is "for"—as his
next shot.

A good turn might go something like this: From six feet away, you take aim at an opponent's marble that is within
span of rover one, which both of you are for. As in billiards, you put reverse English on your marble and make a perfect
"settling shot," one that blasts your opponent away and settles you in his place. With your extra turn for hitting the opponent,
you span into the hole. Using your extra turn for making the hole, you span out—and deftly roll within span of the
first-round hole. Thus on your next turn you can simply span into the hole—provided one of your opponents hasn't sent you
to the far end of the yard.

Tenacious defense often decides rolley-hole games, and hole-guarding strategies are legion. Although shots
generally come quickly (as many as eight or nine per minute), it's not uncommon for five or 10 minutes to pass without any
holes being made—and longer still at game's end, when the territorial jousting at the out hole is fierce. While skilled
shooters wrap up most ring-marbles games in minutes, a single game of rolley hole often lasts an hour and a half.

With 34 teams entered in last fall's 11th annual national rolley-hole tournament, preliminary matches in the
single-elimination ladder were staged on Friday night, Sept. 17, at three venues: Standing Stone State Park; two of the three
marble yards at Hevi-Duty, a manufacturer of transformers in Celina whose employees sharpen their games during lunch
breaks; and a yard in a vacant lot behind Dovie's Cafe in Tompkinsville, Ky., where the wire providing juice to the
low-slung fluorescent lights comes from a nearby barbershop. By night's end there were 14 teams remaining.

In the urgency to come up with a story or two for this newsletter, I came upon this. Good fun to read.... and I do know it is still in existence. Plan your

next trip to Kentucky and witness for yourself. (http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1005621/index.htm)



Roley-Hole cont’d.

The all-day finals began on Saturday morning at Standing Stone. Well shaded by hickory and beech trees, the park's yard was
flanked by bleachers that accommodated part of a crowd of about 100, including rolley-hole lovers like 79-year-old Theron Denton, who
recalls playing marbles as a boy at night by the light of bonfires. No doubt about it, he said, today's shooters are better.

The dirt is the same, though. About the color of butterscotch and as fine as sifted flour, it's dug up near riverbeds, rolled as hard
as a clay tennis court and periodically dragged smooth with the traditional grooming tool: a tire rim. After a couple of games the
all-important top layer of dust is often dragged with a push broom. This dust acts like the felt on a pool table or the grass on a golf green:
It absorbs the backspin put on a settling shot and cushions a marble lofted like a spinning top near a hole in the hope that the marble will
spin right in and stay there. Dancing the marble, this is called. Dust is also essential as an omnipresent rosin bag. Junior B. Strong, a
member of the local team that won in England, brought over his own dirt in tied-off sections of pantyhose. Says Fulcher, "Those
Tennessee farmers, they look at dirt the way other people look at fine wine."

Strong, who operates construction vehicles, was hard to miss. He was easily the dirtiest player on the marble yard. Like Pig Pen
in the Peanuts comic strip, he was covered in dust, from his slip-on sneakers to the brim of his blue cap. Folks say his is the most
powerful thumb in the state.

Strong and his partner, Junior Rhoten, who edges lumber at a local sawmill, had won the tournament the previous year, and at
11 o'clock on Saturday night they were one game away from repeating as champs. Their opponents were two cousins, 11-year-old Nathan
Thompson and 15-year-old Wesley Thompson, who would have had to face their fathers in the finals had the elder Thompsons beaten
Strong and Rhoten in an earlier round.

Experience prevailed early, as the kids fell behind and valiantly played catch-up. About 50 minutes into the game, Strong and
Rhoten each needed only the bottom hole to win. Nathan needed four holes to go out; Wesley needed three. The kids hung tough, though.
Waiting for the proper opening while defending the out hole, they took turns darting off to catch up on the holes they still needed. At
about midnight Fulcher announced, "They're all for outs."

A few shots later the kids had maneuvered both their marbles close enough to go out. Rhoten blasted away one marble, then the
other. Momentum changed hands. Soon Rhoten and Strong lay within span, about four inches apart. The match was on the line. Wesley,
who was about eight feet away, had to hit one of those marbles. Nathan, having been sent to the perimeter, some 20 feet away, was too
distant to try for anything but a miracle saving shot on his turn.

Wesley kneeled, pressed his palm in the dust and, as allowed, spanned a handprint closer to his target. He knuckled down and
shot. His marble passed between Strong's and Rhoten's. He hung his head. Rhoten spanned in. Nathan failed with his Hail Mary shot at
Strong, who then spanned in too, sealing the successful defense of the national rolley-hole championship.

U.S. Marbles Championship at North Park Ice Rink
By Rick Stouffer PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW  Monday, August 10, 2009

Ralphie Dillon and Robbie Nicholson couldn't be closer. The West Virginians have been friends for 10 years, both have been shooting
marbles for 17 years, and in a couple of weeks, Dillon will be best man in Nicholson's wedding. Eight years ago, Nicholson, from
Clarksburg, began coaching his friend from Doddridge about the ins and outs of competitive marbles tournaments. Yesterday, the pupil
beat his teacher, as Dillon pummeled Nicholson 50-16 in just 12 minutes to win his second consecutive men's division trophy at the 17th
annual U.S. Marbles Championship. The tournament was held for the second consecutive year at North Park Ice Rink.
In the women's championship, Amber Ricci, 13, of Glenshaw overcame 14-year-old Alexandra Bauer of Bloomfield, 50-33, keeping
alive the Ricci tradition in marbles. Ricci's great-grandfather, Walt Lease, ran Pittsburgh's marbles tournaments during the 1950s, 1960s
and 1970s. The two winners each received $500, while the runner-ups received $125, according to Maureen Ricci, who, along with
husband Ed, hosted this year's tournament. Sponsors included the Allegheny County Parks Department, Marble King, Magic Light
Enterprises, System Integrations and Ken Walker Construction. Maureen Ricci is Amber Ricci's stepmother. Dillon, 23, started quickly
in his match with Nicholson, "running the circle," knocking all 13 marbles in the initial marble rack out of the competitor's circle, and 11
of the second 13, to take a 24-2 lead heading into Rack No. 3. The first player to 50 wins a match.

"It just comes so easily when you get into a groove," Dillon said, in explaining his quick start. "Robbie always taught me to be
patient." Nicholson, who turned 25 yesterday and has won the men's division at the U.S. Marbles Championship six of the past 17 years,
said after the match that the student should beat the teacher. "I've been beat before, but that's the worst I've ever been beaten," Nicholson
said. Ricci, obviously, has marbles in her blood. She's been playing since she was 3 years old, and in 2008 won the National Marbles
Championship in Wildwood, N.J., which is open to children 14 and younger. Winners at Wildwood are banned from competing in that
tournament again. The U.S. competition is open to shooters 14 and older, unless they've won at Wildwood. Thus Ricci, 13, made the
grade and took the tournament."You don't really want to think too much about what you're doing because if you do, then you get
nervous," Ricci said. Maureen Ricci said this year's tournament had more participants than last year's, with 28 men and 14 women,
compared with 21 men and seven women one year ago. Competitors came from throughout Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Tennessee and
Maryland.
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The Badger Marble Club Newsletter is published and distributed approxi-
mately every three months for the enjoyment and dissemination of information
to members of the BMC.  A one time complimentary copy is available to non-
members upon request.  Membership to BMC is $20.00 per yr. and payable on
or about Jan. 15th each year.  Subscriptions to the newsletter only is $5.00.
Payment should be submitted to: Badger Marble Club, Bill Bass Treasurer,
410 W. Hickory, Lancaster, Wi. 53813.  Information can be found  on the
BMC webpage hosted by Serius Sunlite       www.badgermarbleclub.com
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